[A single daily injection of ceftriaxone for treating suppurated meningitis in infants and children. Apropos of 31 cases].
Thirty-one infants and children aged 1 month to 15 years 3 months were treated with ceftriaxone once a day for the treatment of a meningitis related to Neisseria meningitidis (19 cases), haemophilus influenzae (7 cases), streptococcus pneumoniae (1 case), not identified bacteria (4 cases). All identified bacteria were sensitive to ceftriaxone. Twenty children were treated with 100 mg/kg/day, 11 with 50 mg/kg/day. CSF was sterile at the first control-generally performed 30 h after the onset of treatment-in all cases. Despite a great number of severe forms (fulminans purpura and septic shock; 11 cases; severe neurologic disturbances: 6 cases), all patients survived and recovered after a treatment of 9 to 22 days. Two infants exhibited neurologic sequelae: deafness, delayed development and hydrocephalus. Tolerance to ceftriaxone appeared to be good. With a 100 mg/kg/day dosage, mean CSF level at 6 h was 3.3 mg/l (0.8-7.7), on the first day of treatment. At the end of treatment, mean CSF level at 24h was 0.47 (0.15-2.5). With a 50 mg/kg/day dosage, mean CSF level at 6 h was 2,1 mg/l (1.1-3.9) in the first day of treatment. At the end of the treatment, mean CSF level at 24h was 0.22 mg/l (0.08-0.5). Once a day administration of ceftriaxone is adequate for the treatment of meningitis in infants and children. Though a 50 mg/kg/day dosage is probably sufficient in most cases, it seems to be more secure to use a 100 mg/kg/day dosage.